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PREFACE

: ’ ﬂsﬁoﬁsfory is mmefﬁﬁgg that you can hold in  your
mind. You con rea@ amfys& how the enfire fﬁf:zg

woréf, ﬁ(& a macﬁ:’ne".

-Chuck Palahniuk

I - The year at which Short Story Day has been first celebrated is unknown. There is no

tlon of the founder of this Day. It is an annual celcbration that is observed on the first day of

ter The celebration Day aims in bringing together the fans of the short story from across the
-rld A short story is fiction that can be read in one sitting. Short stories date back to oral
'rytellmg traditions. The term short story in contemporary usage refers to a work of fiction that
no shorter than 1,000 words and no longer than 20,000 words. Short stories began from earlier
-;j__'__slowtcllin g from the 17th century. They don't have any set length. The short story writers

night describe their works as part of the artistic and personal expression of the form.

-Rosha B Roy
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Appuz's Myna

'._' As usual, Appuz was on his way to school. He is studying in an English medium

run by church fathers. He was accompanied by some friends who are studying next to
€ other government school. He liked their company very much. All of them are having full-
'?g'é"_ energy. They all are busy talking about numerous things. Suddenly Appuz saw one
sitting on a tree and it flew away. He said to his friends," I saw one myna. It flew

y”. One of his friends said, "Oh my God, don't you sce two at once". He replied, "No,

:cause seeing one myna will make your day bad. But if you see two myna’s together your
will be pleasant. I think today is your unlucky day. You will get a lot of scolding’s from

r teachers."

Hearing this Appuz's mood got spoiled. He thought about why fate covered him by

owing him only one myna. Somehow, he reached the school. His friends came near to him
- ‘_ d asked what happened to him. He hesitates to give them a reply. He just said, " Nothing".
1 was very gloomy and didn't go out for playing with his friends. It was already afternoon.

sat and ate his lunch alone.

The principal of the school was having the habit of walking through the verandahs of
he school at lunchtime. He took notice of every child and loved them so much. He was a
. friendly principal. All children liked him so much. He noticed Appuz who was sitting

' gloomily in the corner of the class. He called and asked what happened to him. He said, "My

saw only one myna. My friends told me that if I saw one myna, then my day is wrecked.

at day 1 will be so unlucky. I will get scolding’s from my teachers."
e principal smiled and asked, "And did you get any scolding till now.”
No, I didn't get any".

Okay, so you wait till evening whether you will get any scolding and come to me"




Appuz went to the class. Many teachers came and went after taking their classes. He
only bleak. None of the teachers scolded him. In the evening he went to the principal. He

ether it was a good or bad day for him and whether he got any scolding’s from his

‘He said, “No, nothing happened". All went well. The principal replied "Then, why do
ink it will be a bad day for you. There is nothing in this world that make our days good
d. Our deeds are responsible to determine whether a day is good or bad for us. Don't

ve in stupid superstitious things like this. Now, see your whole day you were gloomy by

ing myna makes your day."

‘Now Appuz realized how idiot he was on believing dumb things like this. He thanked

rincipal for making realize his mistake and went home happily.

RAL: Don't believe too much in superstitions.







Superstition refers to any beliel or practice that is caused by supernatural causality,

hich contradicts modern science. Superstitious belicfs and practices often vary from

From the given short story Appuz's Myna, there is an evident superstitious belief. The
ustrations can help the students to jog memory of some of the superstitions they have heard.
cussion and group work can implement their teamwork and enhance their interactive

skills. It also boosts their communication skills.

The main objective of this is to check the thinking power of students and also to give
_formation to students on some of the famous superstitions that prevail in India. It makes
them understand that believing superstition is not good. Some of them may have scientific

asons but some are just out of logic which doesn't have any proven facts.

-Amitha George
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