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Diversities in School system in Indian as well as in international perspective

Education ts 4 fundamental purt of modern human socicty und with good reason. The casier educational
opportunities are o access in a country and the more educated that socicty is overall, the greater the overall
well-being of that country's society.

However, accurately measuring and tracking the average level of education from countsy o country can be
challenging, The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) regularly publishes a Human Development
[ndex (HDI) that includes an Education Index. The purpose of the Education Tndex i 1o lend msight into the
comparative educational development of countries around the world.

Here the student teachers try 1o find out Diversitics in School system in Indian as well as in international and
companative perspective on the basis of’ Education Index published by UNDP. For comparison purpose student
teachers seleet one highly scored country that is Australia, Small scored country that is Nigerig and its
comparing with a medium scored country India. The comparison is purely based on 2021 Human Development
Index.

Factors Potentially Impacting Education Index Scores hy Country

Naturally, a country’s educational system can be fairly complex, so numerous factors can come into
play and affect scores one way or the other. The following are some key examples to be aware of,

Access (o Quality Education

There are numerous sub factors that can impact a population’s actual access 10 quality education in the
first place

Cuoltural Values

Not all countrics have the same values regarding cducation, culturally speaking. In many countrics, a
good cducation and academic achievement are indeed vitally important, valued, and encouraged.
However, in other nations or regions, getting married and sturting a family may be of greater concern.

Economic Standing

On average. wealthier countries tend to have significantly better education systems, There's more
capital to invest in educational infrastructure, adequate traming for educators, student resources, and so
forth. The same goes for countries with ample governmental support for education.

Greater financial investment typically goes hand in hand with a better-educated society overall.
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Comparison between Major High, Medium and Low scored Countries on the basis of Educational

Source : HDI reports of respected years

.l Educational Index
country | 2021 [ 2019 [ 018 2017
High scored |
Australia 1.009 0.924 | 0.923 0.923
New Zealand 0.994 0.926 | 0.923 0.923
Icetand 0.993 0.926 0.918 0.912
Finland 0.961 0.927 0.927 0.926
Sweden 0.959 0.918 0.914 0.914
Belgium 0.958 0.902 0.9 0.8
‘Denmark 0.953 0.92 0.921 0.919
Germany 0.942 0,943 0.943 0.84
Medium Scored
Irag 0.599 0.557 0.554 0.542
Kiribati 0.594 0.504 059 0.59
El Salvador 0.583 0.555 0.553 0,562
Maldives 0593 | 0.573 0.564 0.564 |
Bangladesh 0.591 0.529 0.524 0.513
‘Morocco 0.591 0.569 0.559 0.547
Nicaragua 0.587 0.573 0.566 0.566
Sao Tome and Principe 0.579 0.567 0.567 0.557
Cameroon 0.571 0.547 0.546 0.543 |
Namibia o 0.571 0.584 0.582 0.581 |
Eswatini 0.567 0.557 0.553 0.545 |
Cape Verde 0.56 0.562 0.566 | 0.565
Vanuatu 0.556 0.561 0.545 0.542
India 0.554 0.555 0.553 0.558 |
Low Scored
Central African Republic 0.366 0.353 0.353 0.35?’
Yemen 0359 036 0.347 0.341 |
Senegal 0,347 0.345 0.356 0,354 |
Sudan 0.346 0.345 0.339 0.337 |
Guinea : 0.246 0354 0.35 0.348
South Sudan 0.343 0,307 0.309 0.308
Djibouti 0.342 0.325 0.322 0.316 |
Burkina Faso 0.323 | 0.312 03] oz
Chad 0.308 0,288 029 0.288
Mali 0282 | 0.286 0286 | 0.282 |
[ Niger _ 0.264 0.249 | 0.247 |

Page 4 of 15




Metric No: 1.3.2

Comparison between India, Australia and Nigeria
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Australian Education System at a Glance

The importance of Australian cducation to Australia’s cconomy The contnbution of
international education to the Australian economy is significant. The most recent figures from the
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) show that interational education is valued at $19.9 billion.
making it Australia’s third largest export. In addition, it is estimated that 130,000 of the international
students in Australia in 2014-15 will contribute as skilled migrunts in the Australian workforee on
graduation, representing a 3 per cent increase in the propartion of Australia’s current workforce with
Lertiary education.,

Australian education is a dynamic and growing service market. In 2016, Australia ranked as the
third largest provider of education to international students afier the United States (US) and the United
Kingdom (UK}, Currently around five million tertiary students study outside their own country, The
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgamization (UNESCO) estimates this numbes
will increasc 1o eight million by 2025. The ABS estimates international education to be worth a record
$21.8 billion in 2016 — up 17 per cent on 2015, The ABS also estimates the sector contributes aver
130,000 jobs to the Australian economy. Additionally, it is estimated that more than 130,000 students
are studying an Australian qualification offshore, an arca of the sector which is valued at more than
$400 million per annum,

How The Australian Education System Is Structured?

Four sub-sectors

The Australian education system is broadly structured as follows:

I, Primary School: seven or eight vears, starting at Foundation (also called kidergaren |yr_c:purulnry<prczmlim
through te Year 6 or 7 /X o

2, Secondary School: four years from Years 7 or 8 1o 10 T Y

3. Semior Secondary School: two years from Years 11 1o 12

4. Tertary Cducations: includes higher education and vocational education and trmng (VET). The Australian
Qunhfications Framework (AQF) ig a national framework which covers qualifications in post-compulsory
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education. It hus 10 levels and links school, vocutional and higher education qualifications into u single national
system, allowing easy movement from one level of study (o another and between institutions More about the
AQF can be found at htp:/wwiw.agf eduan/ The stady options that students can take as they progress through
the formal education system are flexible, but generally the bread pathways taken are shown in the diagram
below

Naran Dupoe

Fonehotr Mmma st

L e T
Bibsia Tagree
Mabeisite lgere Aetenni vl S

Fowow
Lait b
Corifaste
Gorrenaie il
Larvinan)

Primary and secondary schools

It1s compulsory for children to have commenced school by the time they have turned six years of

age. Most children start between four-and-a-hall and five-and-a-half years. Children generally attend
primary school until they are 11 or 12 years of age, Primary schools offer programs from Foundation
10 Years 6 or 7. Since 2010, it has been mandatory in all States and Territorics for students o complete
Year 10 and participite full time in education, training or employment, until they are at least 17 years
old, Pamiary schools focus on developing essential literacy, numeracy and social skills, and provide
foundational knowledge to children about the world around them. In some jurisdictions middle schools
have been introduced. Middle schools offer programs for students in Years 7 to 10 {although this
varnes from school 1o school). On leaving middle schools, students often attend high schools or
colleges to complete the Years 10, 11 and 12, In Jurisdictions where there are only primary and
secondary schools, students between the ages of 13 and 18 years attend high schools or secondary
schools. Progressively, as students move from primary into secondary schools, subjégtmatrer 1‘5‘1@"""."—
increasingly specialized. Students who complete their secondary school prograr YeatT o
cquivilent arc awarded a8 Senior Secondary Certificate of Education They then ve school o

undertake vocational or higher cducation caurscs and/or start work® The sccondary rotention rate in
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Australia in 2016 (r.e. the number of school students who commenced Year 7/8 and completed Year
12, expressed as a percentage) was 80.9 per cent for male students and §7.8 per cent for female

studentse

Government and non-government schools

In 2016, the number of students enrolled in Australian primary und secondary schools grew by 47,253
(1.3 per cent) compared with 2015 (o a total of 3,798,226, In 2016, the proportion of students enrolled
mn government schools increased from 65.2 per cent in 2015 o 65.4 per cent, The proportion of
students enrolled in Catholic schools fell by 0.2 per cent over the same periodd. Enrolment in
Independent schools remained at 14.4 per cent

Academic year

The Australian academic year begins in late January or carly February for school stadents, and runs to
mid-December. Most schools have three or four terms & year, Some jurisdictions have flexibility about
the school year to allow for specific community contexts. In northem Australia, for example, the
school year begins in January, and the tuition times are structured to allow 4 four-week break in the
middle of the year. when the weather is drier and cooler,

National Curriculum and assessment

Australia has a National Curriculum for schools which has been progressively developed by the
Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA). ACARA was established
under Scction 5 of the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority Act (Cth) on 8
December 2008. ACARA’s functions include development of National Curriculum, sdministration of
national assessments and associated reporting on schooling in Australia,

The National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for
students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. « NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential for every child o
progress through school and life, such as reading, writing, spelling and numeracy. The assessments are
undertuken nationwide, every year, in the second week in May « NAPLAN comprisestestsin four arcas
(or “domains’); | Reading 2 Writing 3 Language Conventions(spelling, grammar and punctuation) 4
Numeracy * NAPLAN tests skills consistent with the school curriculum » The 2016 NAPLAN results
showed that almost 94 per cent of children have met national minimum standards for their age/stage.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The primary goal of VET is to provide students with the practical skills and experiences to perform
tasks effectively and safely across a wide range of employment fields. Courses are provided by
government-funded TAFE institutes, adult and community education centers and private RTOs. VET
can begin in sccondary school and many VET institutions have formal pathways arrangements with
universities whereby VET students have assured entry into university on successful campletion of their
VET qualification

Higher Education

Higher education requires intensive study over a number of years to achieve a recognised high-level
qualification. The Australian higher education sector offers a wide diversity of programs that lead to
highly regarded and internationatly recognised qualifications. There are 43 aniversitics in Australia, of

S
0 ~——
-~ /

which two are international universitics and one is a private specinlty university.

Undergraduate admission pathways
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Admission 10 an undergraduate degree is usually based on a student’s Australixn Tertiary Admission
Rank (ATAR). The ATAR is calculated by a State or Termitory Tertiary Admission Centre (TAC)
based on a Senior Secondary Certificate of Education (Year 12 Award) or International Baccalaureate,
The ATAR is used in all States and Territories except Queensland (where an Overall Position is
calculated), Other undergraduste admission pathways include: » a VET qualification, such as a
Certificate Il or IV = additional requirements such as an interview, portfolio of wark, prerequisite
courses, and/or a demonstrated inferest or aptitude for the study program = mature age entry for
students over 25 years based on related work experience, an entrance examination, or a demonstrated
aptitude for study,

Lifelong learning

The Australian education system has a commitment to lifelong feaming — that is, leaming that is
undertaken at all stages of life. In the 12 months to April 2013 (latest available data), for example, it
was estimated that of the 17.1 million Australians aged 15-74 years: » 3.7 million (22 per cent)
participated in formal learning « 4.6 million (27 per cent) participated in work-related training « 1.4
million (8.4 per cent) participated in personal interest learning.

TEACHER WORKFORCE

The Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL) was established by the
Australian Government 1o provide national leadership in teaching and school leadership. AITSL plays
i key role in national educational reform on behalf of the Australian, State and Territory governments
under direction from the Minister for Education and Training, ATTSL's key arcas of focus include:

* supporting and advancing the quality of teaching and school leadership

* national approaches to improve the quality of initial teacher education in Australian higher
education institutions

* undertaking research and evaluation to create high-quality publications and resources to
support teachers and schools leaders and

* acting as the designated assessment authority for skilled migration to Australia for

preprimary, primary, middle, seeondary and special education teacher accupations.

Nigerian Education System at a Glance, “one in every five of the wordd's ont-of-school
children is in Nigeria™- UNICEF.

The education system of Nigeria has been reported 1o be in shambles as of 2019. The basis for the
education model in the country is mspired by the Chinese and German systems that were earlier
adopted by Ghana, The formula for the education system of Nigeria is based on the notion of | year of
pre-school, 6 years of primary school, 3 years of lower sceondary school, 3 years of senior secondary
school, and finally 4 years of graduate education. This system of education was adopted by Nigeria in

1989 and the same has been in place since then up until 2019, when some major changes were made,
Benefits of the system

One of the key highlights of the educution system of Nigeria is the *School Management System' that is

currently in vogue. This system monitors the cognitive behaviour of students and their scademic progress in

JR

neder to identify important trends. The education system of Nigeria has also understood M importanc

' » o s ' L —
parents” mvolvement in a student’s learning Finally, this 'School Management System’ enabie /L-]E/-J‘u:vnm‘-n
4

system of Nigeria to accurately monitor and report costs and other financials to fiscilitare proper planning of the
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curriculum. increase the efficiency and productivity of scademic staff, and reduce finuncinl burdens on the

system. By doing all of these, the education sysiem of Nigeria has been turned around 1o focus on quality.

Major issues

One of the most ailing issues of the education system of Nigeria is that of funding. Since Sam Egwu’s discussions
about govermment funding of higher education in 2009, there has not been much improvement in the matter. The
1ssuc anses out of lack of proper governance since only a meagre 7% was assigned 1o the education budget for
2018. Not only for school edacation, but funding is severely lacking even for higher education and research.

Also, the education system of Nigeria has no means to implement valuable research into practice

A more severe problem is the interruption of academic activities throughout the year due to frequent strikes by
academic stafl as a result of the fallacies of the existing education system of Nigeriz. Hence, Nigerian students

often look abroad to achieve their academic goals.

Nigerian Education Statistics and Facts

According to statistics, 7.2 million children enrolled in early childhood education programs in Nigeria.
In contrast, 22.2 million children aged above 6 years enrolled in a public primary school and 5.5
mullion children registered in a private primary school.

For secondary school envolment, the pattern was clear. The survey revealed that the enrolnrent rate in
Jjunior secondiry school was 54.4%, while those for senior secondary school was 68.6%.

A 2017 university census revealed that the total number of undergraduate students was 1.7 million,
while the number of postgraduate students (students carrying out cither & master's or doctorate degree)
was 234,000

How Education in Nigerla Works

The government and private stakeholders such as non-govemmental orgamisations and pnvate
individuals manage educational facilities as stipulated by the national policy on education, The- R‘«fa"
ministry of education regulates both public and private eéducatinnal institutions
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Nigeria has 3 govemment levels: Federal, State and Local. The federal government and statement
government manage public tertiary and secondary level institutions, while the local government
oversees public pre-primary and primary level institutions.
The Nigerian educational system was formerly structured using the 6-3-3-4 formula, which means |
yeuar pre-pnimary, 6 years primary, 3 years junior secondary, 3 years senior secondary und 4 vears
tertiary education. Tertiary education covers universitics, polytechnics and educational colleges,
However, in 2008, the federal government introduced the 9-year hasic education curriculum to achieve
the goals of the universal basic education program.
Thus, the Nigerian educational structure became 9-3-4, which means 9 years basic education. 3 years
senior secondary school education and 4 years tertiary education,
The structure of the 9-year basic education curriculum is;

e Lower basic education curriculum- Primary 1-3

s Middle basic education curriculum- Primary 4-6

e Upper basic education curriculum- Junior secondary 1-3

The 9-year basic education program, together with the recent curriculum changes, was implemented in
2014 across various schools in Nigeria.

Educational structure in Nigeria
The Nigerian formal cducational structure is divided into:

e Basic education
e Senior secondary school education
e Tertiary education

Basic Education

The 2014 national policy on education stipulated that basic education covers early child care and
development cducation (creches, dayearce), pre-primary education, primary and junior secondary
cducation,

Basic education provides formal education training to children aged between 0-15 years.
The age group distribution for sub-level of basic education are:

» Early child care and development education - 0- 4 years
# Pre-primary education (1 year duration) — 5 year olds

# Primary education — 6-12 years

» Junior secondary education — 12- 15 years

English is the official language of instruction at the basic education level. but they may adopt
indigenous languages depending on the location, For instance, educators in a particular geopolitical
zone of Nigeria may choose to teach primary school students in their local language. such as Hausa,
Igho or Yoruba.

Schouls use the national policy on education guidetines o decide on the curriculum and
stubjects to teach, They give a student that successfully completes primary cducation a primary school
leaving certificate to progress into junior secondary school level. Also, a basic education certificate is
awirded to successful students that pass the entrance exams into senior secondi y school edugation.).

Senior Secondary School Education YKL\)"'; .
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The current curriculum prepares students to have vocational skills apart from their formal education
training. Vocational training empowers senior secondary school students to gain skills such as hair
styling, crafting, and fashion designing.

The formal education carriculum offers core subjects such as mathematics, English, civie studies and
entreprencurship across the different fields of studies which include: seience, arts. technology and
business.

For senior secondary school students to progress into the tertiary level of education, the student must
pass the senior school certificate examination prepared by the West African examination council
{WAEC) and national examination council (NECO),

The WAEC exams are usually taken every year in May, and they only expect senior secondary school
students in the last class to sit for this exam.

Successful students are given a senior school leaving certificate upon completion of senior secondary
education.

For students to gain admission into a Nigeriun university, the student must pass both the West African
examination council (WAEC) or national examination council (NECO) and the unified tertiary
matriculation exam (UTME).

The joint admissions and matriculations board prepares the UTME as 4 uniform admission test for ail
cligible sentor secondary students, regardless of location.

However, in 2016, because of some irregularities in the conduct of the UTME, some universities now
conduct their internal exams to screen students further before admission.

Tertiary Education
Nigerian lertiary education covers both universities, polytechnics and colleges of education.

The National University Commission is the governing body that regulates the activities of accredited
universities in Nigeria. The university curriculum is structured to prepare university graduates to
contribute towards nutions! development and (o develop entreprencurs (o create employment
opportunities. Entrepreneurs will boost economic growth by creating more jobs and reducing
unemployment as well as crime rates among unemployed youths,

Colleges of education are training centers for preparing young students interested in the teaching
profession, These colleges prepare their students to become competent teachers in the society.
Polytechnies provides specialised technical training and skill acquisition for students so they can
contribute to the industrial and economic developments in Nigeria,
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Indian Education System at a Glance

A major shift in the education system can be observed since the pre and post-British rule till today in
India. Initally, children were educated in Gurukuls which was later modified and the modem
edocation system wus introduced, After India became mdependent, the constitution commitied six
fundamental rights, of which one was the Right to Education. It allowed free education for every child

up between the age of 6 and 14 years.

The education system is mainly divided into pre-primary, primary, elementary and secondary
cducation, which is followed by higher studies. However, there are many drawbacks and loopholes in

this system which if curbed can work {or the overall development of the country.
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Literacy rates by State in 2001 & 2011

Flgure 3: Littsacy rates ly state w1 2001 sexd 2011
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Syllabus, subjects and assessment at different grades

The design of educationa! provision in the school sector is governed by the NCF,
E | E )

44 most recently

updited in 2005 but expected to be revised in 2019-20 Fhe framework sets out five broad principles:

I, “connectung knowledge to life outside the school
£ B
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4. making examinations morc flexible and mtegrating them with chassroom life, and

3. nurturing an overriding identity informed by cinng conceras within the democratic polity of the
country” (p. viii).

While the NCERT (sce befow) makes recommendations regarding curricula and syllabus content, and
produces textbooks that can be used at the state level, responsibility for a school’s syllabus lies with the specific
educational board mvolved but in theory must be aligned to the NCF (2005). For example, those schools
operating under the CBSE (Central Board of Secondary Education — see Educational boards in India below)
generally use the NCERT-produced textbooks {sometimes producing their own or sourcing from other private
publishers at the school level, including international ones) while those under Stste Bourds of Education (the
majority of govermment sector schools) will use textbooks produced al the state level (usually by the State
Councils of Educational Research and Training - SCERTs), ar least until the end of upper primary, With the
exception of the *board exams' taken at the end of Grade 10 and Grade 12 (see (Lower) secondary education
and Higher secondary education sections below) and the Nationul Achievement Survey (see National Council of
Educational Research and Training scction below), much of the assessment conducted in government scctor
schools is devised and delivered by the teachers ut the individual institutions, For schools following some
particular boards of education (especially in the private sector), there may be additional prescnbed assessmenss

that are centrally managed -
Teacher evaluation

A number of tools and initiatives have recently been developed 1o facilitate in-service teacher
cvaluation in India, including: 1. Advancement of Educational Performance through Teacher Support
(ADEPTS: 2007) 2, PINDICS performance indicators (2013) for both self-assessment and supervisor
assessment of primary school teachers. the National Programmed on School Standards and Evaluation,
known as the Shaala Siddhi framework (2015), which focuses on school evaluation and improvement.
141 While ADEPTS appeared to be losing momentum at the time of writing (2019), a draft version of
4 new set of performance indicators, the Teacher Performance Assessment Rubrics, was also being
circulated by NCERT for use both by teachers (selfasscssment) and supervisors to assess teacher
performance at all levels (i.e. potentially replacing PINDICS) if rolled out in future. In addition to
these wols, there are moves in some states (o attempt 1o link learner achievement (through exam
resulis) 1o teacher cvaluation, and potentinlly performancerclated pay,  despite evidence of
considerable challenges in accurately assessing the value-added impact of a single teacher, This is due
to multiple, confounding factors influencing a child's learing at school, how this leaming is assessed
and how valid and reliable this assessment is, even in contexts where assessment procedures are more
valid and more reliable than is practically possible in the vast majority of schools in India today. The
same source indicates that such measures, if implemented. could unfairly penalize those teachers
working with the most disadvantaged lcamers, who may make slower progress and have lower overall
attainment levels,

A review of teacher evaluation procedures in India from 2018 concluded that while many of
the tools developed centrally generally provide for appropriate teacher evaluation, they were often
used inappropriately and were ineffective as a result. The review made several recommendations:

e increased transparency (in use) of evaluation criteria and how these relate to classroom
processes and skills from pre-service education onwards

® a shift in mindsct at all levels of the system 1o value the formative (learming) potential of
teacher evaluation, rather than sceing it simply as a procedural reguirement

o development of skills for sclf-assessment by tcachers, and mangulated asscssment by

SUPErvisors S
® the prioritization of classroom teaching responsibilities and school-baseld fppotesSiondl -
development over non-academic work -
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e the need to improve perceptions of the status of teaching as a profession and to encourage
commitment to professional development

o improved accountability mechanisms within the system. 144 The Draft NEP proposes a
framework for teacher performance appraisal that recommends ‘multiple sources of evidence’
including classroom observations, peer review and feedback on progress of students, This implies a
qualitative — rather than value-added — approach, although it indicates that SCERTs will have some
freedom to develop specific procedures for each state. It also prohibits the involvement of teachers in
‘government work that is not directly related to teaching’, providing examples of electioneering and
preparation of midday meals as inappropriate. Such practices are common across the country and often
lead to teachers being away from their classes for significant amounts of time each year

REFERENCES AND LINKS

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 2013, Work-Related Training and Adult Learning, Australia, Apr
2013, cat. no. 4234.0, ABS,retrieved 22 March 2017,

2016, International trade: Supplementary information, financial year, 2015-16, cat. No. $5368.0.55.003,
ABS, retrieved 21 March 2017,

I
i ! } ! 1 ! 201&0penDocumant 2 {

Education, ABS, retrieved 22 March 2017, hittp://www abs gov.au/Education

Australian Education Amendment Act 2017 {Cwith) retrieved 2 August 2017,

WHO (World Health Organization), UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund), UNFPA {United Nations
Population Fund), World Bank Group and United Na tions Population Division. 2019

Waorld Bank. 2022, World Development Indicators database, Washington, DC.
http://data.worldbank.org, Accessed 28 April 2022.

UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme). 2022. World Environment Situation Room, Data
downloader. https://wesr unep.org/downloader. Accessed 23 June 2022.

Barro, R. )., and J.W. Lee. 2018. Dataset of Educational Attainment, June 2018 Revision,
http://www.barrolee. com. Accessed 7 April 2022.

QECD (Organisation for Econemic Cooperation and Development). 2022. OECD Stat.
https://stats.cecd, org. Accessed 7 April 2022

IPU (InterParliamentary Union), 2022. Parline database: Monthly ranking of women in national
parliaments, https://data pu.org/women-ranking. Accessed 14 April 2022,

_l&}‘) Ae’rtvo Koy Tk
(7 — ‘/_:/r('(?lff"' (O"'“”""",O-’ C@/Ll//:)

3 LT DrVeena Appuluttan
AU o2 Assistant Prafessor in Saeial Science
e/ - FRY Coliege of Equcay
; N Madam 3
Sre nCa i -6

Metric No: 1.3.2 Page 15 of 15



