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ScriptofTHESCHOOLFORSYMPATHY

Hellomydearchildren,howareyouall?

NowjustlistentotheaudiothatIplay(anaudiothatgivesanatmosphereofschoolis

beingplayed).

Anyguessaboutthesettingofthisaudio?

ListennowIwillplayabeautifulsongforyou.(amelodioussongofthefamous

playbacksingerVaikom VijayLakshmiisbeingplayedtothestudents.)

Canyouguessthesinger?

Tellmehowisshedifferentfrom otherplaybacksingers.

Yes,sheisafamoussingerwhoviewstheworldwithherinnersightthroughthevarious

typesofmusicpresentaroundus.

Nowtellmewhatwillforyourfriendwhohadlosthiscloserelativesinanaccident.?

Yes,wewillfeelsympathyforhim.

Haveyoueverheardaboutaschoolforsympathy?whyaschoolforsympathy?Anyidea?

Isthereanyschoolforsympathy?Thatsoundsoddright?

Don’tworry,Let’svisitTheSchoolforSympathyofMissBeam alongwiththewriterEV

Lucas,whohadvisitedtheschoolandisherewithustosharehisexperienceonvisiting

aschoolforsympathy.

{Thebackgroundmusicisgiventhatgivesanatmosphereofaschool..}

Thetextisbeingexplainedtothestudentsintheformatofanarration…..

AdifferentkindofschoolbyE.V.Lucas.

IhadheardagreatdealaboutmissBeamsschoolbutnottilllastweekdidthechance

cometovisitit.WhenIarrivedtherewasnooneinsightbutagirlofabout12hereyes

werecoveredwithabandageandshewasbeingled'carefullybetweentheflowerbeds



byalittleboywhowasabout4yearsyounger.Shestoppedanditlookedlikesheasked

him whohadcome.Heseemedtobedescribingmetoher.Thentheypassedon.Miss

beam wasallthatIhadexpected,middleagedfullofauthorityyetkindlyand

understandingherhairwasbeginningtoturngrayandshehadthekindofplumpfigure

thatislikelytobecomfortingtoahomesickchildIaskedhersomequestionsabouther

teachingmethodswhichIhadheardwassimple.Nomorethanisneededtohelpthem

tolearnhowtodothingssimplestspellingaddingsubtractingmultiplyingandwriting.

Therestisdonebyreadingtothem andbyinterestingtalksduringwhichtheyhaveto

sitstillandkeeptheirhandsquiet.Therearepracticallynootherlessons.Therealaim

ofthisschoolisnotsomuchtoteachthoughtastoteachthoughtfulnesskindnessto

othersandbeingresponsiblecitizens.Lookoutofthewindowaminutewillyou?.I

wenttothewindowwhichoverlookedalargegardenandaplaygroundattheback.what

doyouseemissbeam askedIseesomeverybeautifulgroundsIsaidandalotofjolly

children.Itpainsmethoughtoseethattheyarenotalsohealthyandactivelooking.

whenIcameinIsawonepoorlittlegirlbeingledabout.shehassometroublewithher

eyes.nowIcansee2morewiththesamedifficulty.Andthere'sagirlwithacrutch

watchingtheothersplaysheseemstobeahopelesscripple.Missbeam laughed.Oh

Noshesaidshe'snotreallylamethisisonlyherlamedaytheothersarenotblindeither

itisonlytheirblindday.Imusthavelookedverysurprisedbutshelaughedagain.Thisis

averyimportantpartofoursystem tomakeourchildrenappreciateandunderstand

misfortune.Wemakethem shareinmisfortunetoo.eachterm everychildhasoneblind

dayonelamedayonedeafdayoneinjureddayandonedumbday.duringtheblindday

theireyesarebandagedabsolutelyandtheyareonthathonornottopeep.The

bandagesputonovernightfortheywakeblind.thismeansthattheyneedhelpwith

everything.Otherchildrenaregiventhedutyofhelpingthem andleadingthem about.

theyalllearnedsomuchthiswayboththeblindadthehelpers.Thereisnomystery

aboutit.missbeam continuedeveryoneisverykindanditisreallysomethingofagame

beforethedayisoverthougheventhemostthoughtlesschildrealizeswhatmisfortune

is.Theblinddayisofcoursereallytheworst.butsomeofthechildrentellmethatthe

dumbdayisthemostdifficult.wecannotbandagethechildren'smouthssotheyreally

havetoexercisetheirwillpower.comingtothegardenandseeforyourselfhowthe



childrenfeelaboutit.Missbeam ledmetooneofthebandagedgirls.Hereagentleman

cometotalktoyousaidmissbeam andleftus.Don'tyoueverpeel,Iaskedthegirl.Oh

nosheexclaimedthatwouldbecheating.ButIhadnoideaitwassoawfultobeblind

youcan’tseeathing.Youfeelyouaregoingtobehitbysomethingeverymoment.It's

suchareliefjusttositdown.Areyourhelper’skindtoyou?Iasked.Fairlybutthey'renot

ascarefulasIshallbewhenitismyturn.thosethathavebeenblindalreadyarethe

besthelpers.it'sperfectlyghastlynottosee.Iwishyoutry.ShallIleadyouanywayI

asked.Ohyesshesaidlet'sgoforalittlewalkonlyyoumusttellmeaboutthings.Ishall

besogladwhentodayisover.Theotherbaddayscan’tbehalfasbadasthis.Havinga

legtiedupandhopingaboutthecrutchisalmostfunIguesshavinganarm tiedupit'sa

bitmoretroublesomebecauseyoucan'teatwithouthelpandthingslikethat.Idon't

thinkIwillmindbeingdeaffortodayatleastnotmonthsbutbeingblindisso

frighteningmyheadachesallthetimejustfrom worryingthatI'llgethurt.Wherearewe

now.intheplaygroundIsaidwe'rewalkingtowardsthehouseMissbeam iswalkingup

anddownthegardenwithatallgirl.Whatisthegirlwearingmylittlefriendasked,ablue

cottonskirtandapinkblouse?Ithinkit'sMillyshesaidwhatcolorisherhead.Verylight

Isaid.Yesthat'sMillysheistheheadgirl.There'sanoldmantyinguprosesIsaidyes

that'sPeter,heisthegardenerheisofhundredyearsoldandherecomesagirlwith

curlyredhairshe'soncrutchesthat'sAjitha,shesaid.AndsowewalkedongraduallyI

discoveredthatIwas10timesmorethoughtfulthanIeverthoughtIcouldbe.Ialso

realizedthatifIhadtodescribepeopleandthingstosomeoneelseitmadethem more

interestingtome.WhenIfinallyhadtoleaveItoldmissbeam thatIwasverysorrytogo.

sherepliedthenthereissomethinginmysystem afterall.

Hopeallofyouhavelistenedtothenarration.Ifyouhaveanydoubtjustclapyourhands

andI’llclearyourdoubt.

Letmeaskyoufewquestions,toseehowfaryouunderstoodthelesson.

1.Whatdoesthelessonteachus?



2.Whoistheauthorofthechapter?

3.Thelegachesallthetimeonblindday.isittrue/false

4.The____________daywasthemostdifficultday

5.Theynameofthegardenerwas____(Peter/Robert)

Asweendtoday’sclass,let’shavearecapontoday’sclass:cananyoneofyouquickly

sayaboutwhathappenedintoday’sclass.Anyoneofyouwhowishestosummarize

today’sclassjustsayaloudnameofanyimportantcharacterinthestory.



MYGRANDMOTHERSHOUSE

Hellomydearchildren.Howareyouall?

Doyourememberthehelpyourgrandmotherdidforyouwhenyouwereachild?What

memoriesdoyouhaveofthetimeyouspentwithher?

DoyouknowwhoKamalaSurayyais?

KamalaSurayyaisknownbythenamesMadhavikuttyandKamalaDas,shewasagifted

bilingualwriterwhocoulddelightherreaderswithherinimitablestyleinbothEnglish

andMalayalam.Sheispopularasapoetandshortstorywriter.Shewastherecipientof

awardslikeEzhuthachanPuraskaram,VayalarAward,SahithyaAcademyAward,etc.My

Story,TheOldPlayhouseandOtherPoems,PadmavatitheHarlotandOtherStories,My

MotheratSixtysix,etc.aresomeofherworksinEnglish.

Now,let’shearthepoem ‘MyGrandmother’sHouse’byKamalaDas

Ireceivedlove…Thatwomandied,

Thehousewithdrewintosilence,snakesmoved

Amongbooks,Iwasthentooyoung

Toread,andmybloodturnedcoldlikethemoon.

HowoftenIthinkofgoing

There,topeerthroughblindeyesofwindowsor

Justlistentothefrozenair,

Orinwilddespairpickanarmfulof

Darknesstobringitheretolie

Behindmybedroom doorlikeabrooding



Dog…youcannotbelieve,darling

Canyou,thatIlivedinsuchahouseand

Wasproudandloved…Iwhohavelost

Mywayandbegnowatstrangers’doorstoreceivelove,

atleastinsmallchange?

Afterhearingthepoem doyouunderstandwhothepoetrefershere?

Thepoetrefershereisthememoryofhergrandmother,whoshehadspendher

childhood.

Hopeallofyoulistenedthepoem verywell.

Nowletusdiscusssomequestionsbasedonthepoem,shallwe?

1.‘….Thatwomandied…,’whoisthewomanreferredtohere?Howissherelatedtothe

poet?______________________________________________________________________________

2.Whathappenedtothehouseafterthedeathofthegrandmother?

______________________________________________________________________________

3.‘...tolieBehindmybedroom doorlikeabroodingDog...’–meansthat

(i)Thememorieswillalwaysremainwiththepoet.

(ii)Thememorieswilllieuncaredforinacorner.

(iii)Thememoriesareasimportantasadog.

4.Thepoetwantstogobacktothehouse

(i)Topeer………………...

(ii)Tolisten………………..

(iii)Topick………………..



5.Identifythemostappropriatemeaningfortheexpression,‘anarmfulofdarkness.’

(i)saddays.(

ii)darknessofthepast.

(iii)memoriesofthegrandmother’shouse.

6.Inthelastthreelinesofthepoem,thepoetthinksofherselfasabeggar.

(a)Whatisshebeggingfor?

(b)Whatdoesshemeanby‘smallchange’?

7.Whyaretheeyesofthewindowsdescribedasblind?

______________________________________________________________________________

8.Theairinthegrandmother’shouseisfrozen.Why?

______________________________________________________________________________

9.Whichwordstellyouthatthepoetistalkingtosomeone?Whatisshetalkingabout?

______________________________________________________________________________

10.Howdoesthehouseitselfsharethegriefofgrandmother‘sdeath?

______________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Ihopeallofyouhaveunderstoodthepoem.Didyou?



SCRIPTFORTHEMERCHANTOFVENICE

Hellomydearchildren,

Howareyouall?Ihopeyouallarehappyandfine

Doyouallrememberourpreviousclass.Didyouenjoythatlesson?

Okaygood,nowletuslookintoainterestingdrama.

HaveyouheardaboutWilliam Shakespeare?Yes,heiswidelyregardedasthegreatest

writerintheEnglishlanguageandastheworld’spre-eminentdramatist.

Let’slearnmoreaboutShakespeare,

William ShakespearewasanEnglishpoet,playwrightandactor,Heisoftencalledthe

BardofAvon.Hisworksconsistof37plays,154sonnets,twonarrativepoems,anda

fewotherverses,theauthorshipofsomeofwhichisuncertain.Hisplayshavebeen

translatedintoeverymajorlivinglanguageandareperformedmoreoftenthanthoseof

anyotherplaywright.Writtensometimebetween1596and1598,TheMerchantof

VeniceisclassifiedasanearlyShakespeareancomedy.

Sotodaylet’shearanintroductionabouttheplay‘MerchantofVenice’byWilliam

Shakespeare

Thisisastorythattellstheworldthatthedivinequalityofmercyisalwaysbetterthan

justice.TheplayisabouttheresultoftherivalrybetweenShylock,theJewandAntonio,

theyoungChristianmerchantofVenice.

Thestory,basedonancienttalesthatcouldhavebeendrawnfrom manysources,is

actuallytwostoriesinone—theplot,involvingthechoicebythesuitorandhisreward

withPortia,andtheotherplot,involvingtheloanandtheattempttoexactapoundof

flesh.Shakespeare’sgeniusisrevealedinthewayhecombinesthetwo.Shakespeare

usesthisstorytopointoutthevirtuesofjustice,mercy,andfriendship.

Areyouallcurioustohearthestoryafterhearingthebackground?

Okay,Let’sbeginthediscussionofthestorythen,

Bassanio,ayoungVenetianofnoblerank,wishestowoothebeautifulandwealthy

heiressPortiaofBelmont.Havingsquanderedhisestate,heneeds3,000ducatsto



subsidisehisexpendituresasasuitor.BassanioapproacheshisfriendAntonio,a

wealthymerchantofVenice,whohaspreviouslyandrepeatedlybailedhim out.Antonio

agrees,butsinceheiscash-poor–hisshipsandmerchandisearebusyatseato

Tripolis,theIndies,MexicoandEngland–hepromisestocoverabondifBassaniocan

findalender,soBassanioturnstotheJewishmoneylenderShylockandnamesAntonio

astheloan'sguarantor.

AntoniohasalreadyantagonizedShylockthroughhisoutspokenantisemitism and

becauseAntonio'shabitoflendingmoneywithoutinterestforcesShylocktocharge

lowerrates.Shylockisatfirstreluctanttogranttheloan,citingabusehehassufferedat

Antonio'shand.Hefinallyagreestolendthesum toBassaniowithoutinterestuponone

condition:ifAntoniowereunabletorepayitatthespecifieddate,Shylockmaytakea

poundofAntonio'sflesh.BassaniodoesnotwantAntoniotoacceptsucharisky

condition;Antonioissurprisedbywhatheseesasthemoneylender'sgenerosity(no

"usance"–interest–isaskedfor),andhesignsthecontract.Withmoneyinhand,

BassanioleavesforBelmontwithhisfriendGratiano,whohasaskedtoaccompanyhim.

Gratianoisalikeableyoungman,butheisoftenflippant,overlytalkative,andtactless.

Bassaniowarnshiscompaniontoexerciseself-control,andthetwoleaveforBelmont.

Meanwhile,inBelmont,Portiaisawashwithsuitors.Herfatherleftawillstipulatingthat

eachofhersuitorsmustchoosecorrectlyfrom oneofthreecaskets,madeofgold,

silverandleadrespectively.WhoeverpickstherightcasketwinsPortia'shand.Thefirst

suitor,thePrinceofMorocco,choosesthegoldcasket,interpretingitsslogan,"Who

choosethmeshallgainwhatmanymendesire",asreferringtoPortia.Thesecondsuitor,

theconceitedPrinceofAragon,choosesthesilvercasket,whichproclaims,"Who

choosethmeshallgetasmuchashedeserves",ashebelievesheisfullofmerit.Both

suitorsleaveempty-handed,havingrejectedtheleadcasketbecauseofthebasenessof

itsmaterialandtheuninvitingnatureofitsslogan,"Whochoosethmemustgiveand

hazardallhehath".ThelastsuitorisBassanio,whom Portiawishestosucceed,having

methim before.AsBassaniopondershischoice,membersofPortia'shouseholdsinga

songthatsaysthat"fancy"(nottruelove)is"engend'redintheeyes,/Withgazing

fed";[2]BassaniochoosestheleadcasketandwinsPortia'shand.



AtVenice,Antonio'sshipsarereportedlostatsea,sothemerchantcannotrepaythe

bond.Shylockhasbecomemoredeterminedtoexactrevengefrom Christiansbecause

hisdaughterJessicaelopedwiththeChristianLorenzoandconverted.Shetooka

substantialamountofShylock'swealthwithher,aswellasaturquoiseringwhich

Shylockhadbeengivenbyhislatewife,Leah.ShylockhasAntoniobroughtbeforecourt.

AtBelmont,Bassanioreceivesalettertellinghim thatAntoniohasbeenunabletorepay

theloanfrom Shylock.PortiaandBassaniomarry,asdoGratianoandPortia'shandmaid

Nerissa.BassanioandGratianoleaveforVenice,withmoneyfrom Portia,tosave

Antonio'slifebyofferingthemoneytoShylock.UnknowntoBassanioandGratiano,

Portiasentherservant,Balthazar,toseekthecounselofPortia'scousin,Bellario,a

lawyer,atPadua.

TheclimaxoftheplayissetinthecourtoftheDukeofVenice.Shylockrefuses

Bassanio'sofferof6,000ducats,twicetheamountoftheloan.Hedemandshispound

offleshfrom Antonio.TheDuke,wishingtosaveAntoniobutunabletonullifyacontract,

refersthecasetoavisitor.HeidentifieshimselfasBalthazar,ayoungmale"doctorof

thelaw",bearingaletterofrecommendationtotheDukefrom thelearnedlawyer

Bellario.ThedoctorisPortiaindisguise,andthelawclerkwhoaccompaniesheris

Nerissa,alsodisguisedasaman.AsBalthazar,Portiainafamousspeechrepeatedly

asksShylocktoshowmercy,advisinghim thatmercy"istwiceblest:Itblessethhim

thatgivesandhim thattakes".However,Shylockadamantlyrefusesanycompensations

andinsistsonthepoundofflesh.

AsthecourtgrantsShylockhisbondandAntoniopreparesforShylock'sknife,Portia

deftlyappropriatesShylock'sargumentfor"specificperformance".Shesaysthatthe

contractallowsShylocktoremoveonlytheflesh,nottheblood,ofAntonio.Thus,if

ShylockweretoshedanydropofAntonio'sblood,his"landsandgoods"wouldbe

forfeitedunderVenetianlaws.Shetellshim thathemustcutpreciselyonepoundof

flesh,nomore,noless;sheadviseshim that"ifthescaledoturn,Butintheestimation

ofahair,Thoudiestandallthygoodsareconfiscate."

Defeated,ShylockconsentstoacceptBassanio'sofferofmoneyforthedefaultedbond:



firsthisoffertopay"thebondthrice",whichPortiarebuffs,tellinghim totakehisbond,

andthenmerelytheprincipal;butPortiaalsopreventshim from doingthis,onthe

groundthathehasalreadyrefusedit"intheopencourt".Shecitesalawunderwhich

Shylock,asaJewandthereforean"alien",havingattemptedtotakethelifeofacitizen,

hasforfeitedhisproperty,halftothegovernmentandhalftoAntonio,leavinghislifeat

themercyoftheDuke.TheDukesparesShylock'slifeandsayshemayremitthe

forfeiture.PortiasaystheDukemaywaivethestate'sshare,butnotAntonio's.Antonio

saysheiscontentthatthestatewaiveitsclaim tohalfShylock'swealthifhecanhave

hisone-halfshare"inuse"untilShylock'sdeath,whentheprincipalwouldbegivento

LorenzoandJessica.Antonioalsoasksthat"forthisfavor"Shylockconvertto

ChristianityandbequeathhisentireestatetoLorenzoandJessica.TheDukethen

threatenstorecanthispardonofShylock'slifeunlessheacceptstheseconditions.

Shylock,re-threatenedwithdeath,acceptswiththewords,"Iam content.”.

Bassaniodoesnotrecognisehisdisguisedwife,butofferstogiveapresenttothe

supposedlawyer.Firstshedeclines,butafterheinsists,Portiarequestshisringand

Antonio'sgloves.Antoniopartswithhisgloveswithoutasecondthought,butBassanio

givestheringonlyaftermuchpersuasionfrom Antonio,asearlierintheplayhe

promisedhiswifenevertolose,sellorgiveit.Nerissa,asthelawyer'sclerk,succeedsin

likewiseretrievingherringfrom Gratiano,whodoesnotseethroughherdisguise.

AtBelmont,PortiaandNerissatauntandpretendtoaccusetheirhusbandsbefore

revealingtheywerereallythelawyerandhisclerkindisguise.Afteralltheother

charactersmakeamends,Antoniolearnsfrom Portiathatthreeofhisshipswerenot

strandedandhavereturnedsafelyafterall.

Howwasthestory?Haveyouenjoyedthestory?

NowtellmewhatthemesdidShakespeareexplainthroughthisplay?

Yes,heshowedustheimportanceofgreatestqualityofmercyandfriendship.Healso

exhibitedtheeffectsofRevengeandloveforwealthinourlives.Am Iright?Let’slook

howitisrepresented.



TheconflictbetweenShylockandtheChristiancharacterscomestoaheadoverthe

issueofmercy.TheothercharactersacknowledgethatthelawisonShylock’sside,but

theyallexpecthim toshowmercy,whichherefusestodo.So,Shakespeareshowed

thathumanbeingsshouldbemercifulbecauseGodismerciful:mercyisanattributeof

Godhimselfandthereforegreaterthanpower,majesty,orlaw.

Theplayrepresentsfriendshipasoneofthemostintenseandimportantemotional

bondshumanscanexperienceandsuggeststhatthebondoffriendshipbetween

AntonioandBassaniomayevenrundeeperthanromanticlove.Didyouallfeelso?Yes,

itisright.

Intheplay,doyouallnoticethatthedramatisthighlightsthecomplexitiesofwealth?

Yes,theunevendistributionofwealthcausesproblemsforseveralcharacters.Antonio

isaprosperousmerchantonthevergeofmorefinancialsuccess,buthestillsuffers

from asenseofmelancholy.

Weseerevengeasapowerful,corrupting,anddestructiveforceintheplay.Shylock

wantstohurtAntoniobecauseofShylock’sdesireforrevengeagainsttheentire

Christiancommunity,Shylock’sdesireforrevengemakeshim behaveinanemotional

ratherthanalogicalway,andheendsuplosingeverythingasaresult.

NowLetustrytoanswersomequestionsbasedonthestory,shallwe?

WhydidBassanioapproachAntonio?

Answer:BassanioapproachedAntoniotoborrowmoneyashewantedtodresshimself

upasasuitortoPortia,therichheiress.

WhowasShylockandhowdidhebecomerich?

Answer:Shylockwasamoneylender.Hebecamerichbylendingmoneyataveryhigh

interesttothemerchants.

WhydidShylockhateAntonio?



Answer:BecauseAntoniousedtolendmoneytotheneedywithouttakinganyinterest.

WhatwasAntonio’sattitudetowardsShylock?

Answer:AntoniodislikedShylock.

WhatweretheconditionsinthebondsignedbetweenAntonioandShylock?

Answer:Ifhedidn’trepaythemoneyintime,hewouldforfeitapoundofflesh,tobecut

offfrom anypartofhisbody.

‘No’,criedBassanio,‘youshallrunnosuchriskforme’.Whatistheriskreferredtohere?

Answer:TheriskisthatAntoniomaylosehislifeiftheyareunabletopaythedebt.

Whatwerethecasketsmadeof?

Answer:Thefirstcasketwasmadeofgold,thesecondonesilverandthirdonewas

madeoflead.

WhydidPortiaarriveinVenicedisguisedasalawyer?

Answer:TohelpAntonio

WhydidShylockinsistonhavingthepoundofflesh?

Answer:HewantedtotakerevengeonAntoniowhom hehated.

WhydidShylockrefusethemoneyofferedbyBassanio?

Answer:BecausehewantedtoseeAntoniodead.

‘Hearingthis,Shylockwastotallyconfused’.WhywasShy-lockconfused?

Answer:ItwasutterlyimpossibleforShylocktocutoffthepoundoffleshwithout

sheddingAntonio’sblood.

WhywasShylockreadytotakethemoney?

Answer:Becausehewascornered.Hehaddefeatedhimselfinhiscruelintent.



Ihopeallofyouhaveunderstoodtheplay.Didyou?Verygood.

ScriptforSolitude

Hellostudents,howareyouall?Hopeyou’redoingfine.

Howwasyourlockdowndays?

Didyoumissyourfriends?

Beingathomeforsuchalongperiodoftimemusthavemadeyoulonely.

Butit’sok,nowthatyou’recomingbacktoschool,you’llbeabletohavefunwithyour

friends.

Peopletendtogetsadanddepressedwhenthey’realonebutaslongasyou’restrong

enough,youcangetoveranythingthatweighsyoudown.

Todaywearegoingtolearnapoem thattalksaboutrelationshipbetweenindividualand

outsideworld.Itfocusesonthecontrastbetweenpositiveandnegativeaspectsof

humannature.Let’sseehowthesecomplexaspectsareportrayedinthepoem Solitude

bythepoetEllaWheelerWilcox.Thepoem isabitsadbutneverthelessbeautiful.

Withoutwaitinganymorelet’sdiveintothepoem.

Solitude

EllaWheelerWilcox

Laugh,andtheworldlaughswithyou;

Weep,andyouweepalone;

Forthesadoldearthmustborrowitsmirth,

Buthastroubleenoughofitsown.

Sing,andthehillswillanswer;

Sigh,itislostontheair;

Theechoesboundtoajoyfulsound,

Butshrinkfrom voicingcare.



Rejoice,andmenwillseekyou;

Grieve,andtheyturnandgo;

Theywantfullmeasureofallyourpleasure,

Buttheydonotneedyourwoe.

Beglad,andyourfriendsaremany;

Besad,andyoulosethem all,—

Therearenonetodeclineyournectaredwine,

Butaloneyoumustdrinklife’sgall.

Feast,andyourhallsarecrowded;

Fast,andtheworldgoesby.

Succeedandgive,andithelpsyoulive,

Butnomancanhelpyoudie.

Thereisroom inthehallsofpleasure

Foralargeandlordlytrain,

Butonebyonewemustallfileon

Throughthenarrowaislesofpain.

Didyoualllistentothepoem carefully.Nowlet’strytoanswersome

questions.

Whatdoestheopeninglinestellusaboutthepresent-dayworld?

Yes,you’reright.

Answer:

Inthepresent-dayworld,peopleareonlyinterestedinsharing

happinessandjoywithothers.Sorrowsaretobefacedallalone.This

showsselfishness.

Eventheearthisindifferenttohumansuffering.Identifylinesthathintthisidea.

Answer:

Forthesad,oldearthmustborrowitsmirth



‘Succeedandgiveandithelpsyoulive.‘Isthislineanexhortationtohelpand

supportothersinneed?

Answer:

Yes,thepoetmeanstosuggestthatsuccessalonecanmotivateusto

liveandsharingthejoyofoursuccesscanpromoteharmony.

Everyhumanbeingmustundergopainasapartoflife.Whichlinesgiveyouthis

idea?

Answer:

‘Butonebyonewemustallfileon

Throughthenarrowaislesofpain.’

‘Thepoem throwslightontheneedtobe‘self-reliant’.Doyouagree?Why?

Answer:

Yes,beingself-relianthelpsustoovercometheproblem oflifeand

givesusconfidencetofacethechallengesinlife.’

Doesthepoem establishtheideathatthisisessentiallyapleasure-seekingworld?

How?

Answer:

‘Yes,theworldabideswithusonlywhenwearehappy.Nobodywillbe

theretoshareoursorrows.

Whatdoesthepoetmeanbytheexpressions‘nectaredwine’and‘life’sgall’?

Answer:

Nectaredwine:thehappiestmomentofherlife.Life’sgall:thesorrows

ofone’slife.



Nowthatwearedonewiththequestions,letmegiveyouasimpletask.

TrytoreadmoreaboutthepoetEllaWheelerWilcoxandpreparea

profileofher.Willyoudothis?Yes,good.


